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World Scout Bureau Opens New Office in
Kuala Lumpur: A testimony of the Move-
ment’s growth and diversity worldwide

The World Scout Bureau unveiled its new office in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia which will serve as a shared service centre for the global
operations of the World Organization of Scout Movement (WOSM).

The fully-operational office has the capacity to host 30 staff members
from multiple nationalities, who will support the 162 National Scout
Organizations which are members of WOSM.

The new office was opened by the Honourable Prime Minister of Ma-
laysia, Dato’ Sri Mohd Najib bin Tun Abdul Razak. Also present were
the Honourable Vice President of the Republic of Philippines, Jejomar
Binay, and representatives of the World Scout Committee.

In his speech, Secretary General of WOSM, Scott Teare, said: "I am
pleasantly surprised by how welcoming, diverse and vibrant Kuala
Lumpur is. With every trip, I could not resist making the connection
between the World Scout Movement and Kuala Lumpur. Both the city
and the Movement embody a unique representation of modern life,
driven by young people who are engaged and animated by strong
values.”

With the new office in Kuala Lumpur, the World Scout Bureau’s global
network of offices has expanded to eight locations worldwide - Brus-
sels, Cairo, Geneva, Kiev, Kuala Lumpur, Manila, Nairobi and Panama
City - thus allowing the World Scout Movement to be as close as pos-
sible to the National Scout Organizations. The legal seat of the World
Organization of Scout Movement remains in Geneva, Switzerland.

“The Scout Movement is a volunteer-based movement and volunteers
are the lifeblood of the organization. We need more people to step
up, especially adult volunteers, to ensure that we grow this vibrant
movement from 40 million members today to over 100 million mem-
bers within the next 10 years,” said Teare.

The Secretary General also extended appreciation to the Government
of Malaysia, the Scout Association of Malaysia, and the World Scout
Foundation as “without their support, we would not have been able
to set up this new office here in Kuala Lumpur”.
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Greetings from well-wishers

Greetings have been pouring in from well-wishers around the world in
relation to the opening of the new World Scout Bureau Office in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia. Below are a selection:

From Dr. Andrea Demarmels, Chairperson of the European
Scout Committee

“The 18th of June 2014 , thanks to the generous support of the Gov-
ernment of Malaysia and Kuala Lumpur’s Municipality as well as of local
members of the World Scout Foundation, the World Organisation of the
Scout Movement will open this new impressive and modern office. In
2013 the World Scout Committee decided to introduce a more decen-
tralised structure that moves from having a single Central Office to one
that involves all World Scout Bureau offices in order to create a global
network of offices linked through virtual infrastructure and capable of
serving our growing Scout population. Therefore this additional World
Scout Bureau office has been established in Kuala Lumpur which will
serve as a shared service centre for WOSM: the dream finally becomes
reality!

This new WOSM'’s office, which will strengthen the Organization’s abil-
ity to work closely with our membership and counterparts in the Asia
Pacific Region and in Malaysia and leverage their development exper-
tise, is part of the Scout Movement'’s strategy to closely support and
continuously invigorate our Movement in every corner of the world.
We, in the European Scout Region, strongly share this new approach
and fully support this decentralised offices structure and are therefore
extremely happy with this opening.

We are grateful for Malaysia’s support to our Movement and I expect
our new office will herald a new era along our long road of cooperation
between all Scout Regions and between all National Scout Organisa-
tions.”

From John May, Vice-Chair, World Scout Committee, WOSM
“Congratulations to everyone who has worked so hard to get the

new office in Kuala Lumpur ready for action. I have no doubt that this
superb new facility will help ensure that Scouting continues to grow
from strength to strength, equipping young people with the skills,
behaviours and attitudes they need to be successful world citizens.
Kuala Lumpur - KL to its friends — is more than just a capital city: it is
a monument to Malaysian ingenuity and determination. I am sure that
World Scouting has much to learn from this extraordinary Asian cyber-
city and that our work will flourish, inspired by KL's remarkable cultural
diversity.”

From Joao Armando P Gongalves, member, World Scout
Committee

Having offices in 8 different countries in the world is an expression of
WOSM truly global profile; having them working as a network will be a
sign of an Organisation which is ready to face XXI century challenges.
The new WSB - Kuala Lumpur Office will be a central piece in this new
structure and will enable us to serve better our members. I wish that
this new office will be an inspiring workplace for all the colleagues
based there and a source of helpful support for all the National Scout
Organizations.

From Luc Panissod, Secretary General (retired), WOSM

“This new working environment will undoubtedly provide a boost

of renewed energy and fresh oxygen to world level volunteers and
professionals who are exploring new avenues, new inspirations, new
reflexions to drive World Scouting to new heights. It also gives an op-
portunity to reshape the professional structure of the World Scout Bu-
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reau with the objective to better serve National Scout Organisations. I am
very glad to see the culmination of a process which started several years
ago following healthy debates and discussions within World Scouting.”

From Suk Won Kim, Former Chariperson, World Scout Foundation
Even though I am unable to be at the grand opening, I will definitely be
there in spirit. It is a bold and foresighted step that will help take Scouting
forward into the future, a move that I am sure we will see bear great fruit
in the years to come.

From Rick Cronk, former Chairperson, World Scout Committee
Best wishes to you, Scott and the entire WSB team for a wonderful Grand
Opening Celebration!

Environmental Education: An essential focus
for Scouting

Scouts Australia hosted the fourth series of APR Environment Education
workshop on 2-5 June at the invigorating Woodhouse Activity Centre in
Adelaide.

Giving importance to environment education as an integral part of the
Scout program, this workshop also marked the World Environment Day on
the 5th of June. Similar gatherings were held in Taiwan in 2013, Malaysia
in 2012, and Indonesia in 2011, all in collaboration with the World Organi-
zation of the Scout Movement/ Asia-Pacific Region.

With a diverse group of 29 participants coming from ten countries, the
workshop was designed as a learning platform to encourage interaction
and substantial sharing of best practices.

The gathering started on 2nd June with J. Rizal C. Pangilinan, Regional
Director of APR, and Reg Williams, Chief Commissioner of Scouts Australia,
giving a heartwarming welcome to participants.

“'Sustainable Development through Scouting” was the workshop theme,
aimed at stimulating and bringing Scout leaders together to exchange
ideas on environmental education and foster new working knowledge for
the implementation of the World Scout Environmental Program (WSEP).

The end goal of the workshop is to enhance the capacity of NSOs in provid-
ing quality education program by implementing the WSEP at national, local
and community level.

APR strengthens World Adults In Scouting Policy

Sustained interest in the Adults in Scouting Policy is one of the main
reasons why 41 participants are currently at the four-day APR Workshop
on Adult Support being held at the Office of Council of Ministers in Phnom
Penh, Cambodia. They represent 11 countries: Australia, Bangladesh, Bru-
nei Darussalam, Cambodia, Hong Kong, Japan, Korea, Malaysia, Maldives,
Philippines, and Singapore.

On 24th June, Mr Pith Chamnann, Secretary of State of the Ministry of
Education, Youth and Sports, inaugurated the workshop. Others present

in the ceremony were Mr. Phan Sokim, Chief Commissioner of Cambo-

dia Scouts; Mr Kong Ouk, Vice President; Mr Tuon Siphann, International
Commissioner; Mr Touch Choeun, AIS Commissioner; and Mr Rajalingam
Ramasamy, Chairman of APR Adult Support Sub-Committee and members.
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The workshop is under the directorship Mr Lak Sam Ath, Secretary

General of Cambodia Scouts supported by the Adult Support Sub-Commit-
tee: Dr Jeffrey Ho (Singapore), Mr Mohammed Rafiqul Islam Khan (Bangla-
desh), Mr Ng Ah-ming (Hong Kong), and Mr Thian Hiong Boon (WSB, APR)
who all serving as resource speakers.

Discussions include the implementation of World Adults in Scouting Policy,
survey on Adult Support 2014, adult involvement in APR Plan, competency
of adults in delivering effective program and training activities and reflec-

tion on WSEC in Hong Kong 2013.

APR Adult Support Sub-Committee meeting. Ten members of the
sub-committee attended the meeting on 23rd June, headed by Sub-
Committee Chairman Rajalingam Ramasamy, at the Office of the Council
of Ministers in Phnom Penh.

APR Management Meeting 2014

A voluminous agenda defined the recent Management Meeting between
volunteers and professional staff of the World Scout Bureau/Asia-Pacific
Regional Office. Regional Chairman Dr Chao, Shou-Po spearheaded the
meeting alongside Regional Director Jose Rizal C Pangilinan, with Desk
Office Goran Hargerdal, Regional Treasurer Paul Ho, APR Management
Sub-Committee Chairman Malcolm Tan, and Mr Danilo Asiaten represent-
ing APR Finance Sub-Committee Chairman Joseph Lau.

The meeting reviewed the financial and administrative aspects of the
regional office. In-depth discussion covered the operational development
of Scouting, with focus on support to NSOs and special projects. A great
deal of time was devoted to the review of the APR Plan 2012-2015, with a
decision to incorporate in all upcoming sub-committee meetings the draft-
ing of objectives and action steps for 2015-2018.

During this meeting, Dr Chao and the guests visited Philippine Vice Presi-
dent Jejomar C Binay to present the Certificate of Green Jade
National Flower Award from the Scouts of China.

Myanmar President leads revival of Scouting
as Chief Scout

Scouting in Myanmar claims a moment in history when President U Thein
Sein took oath as Chief Scout of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar.

The country had seen brilliant years of Scouting in the 1950s as the then
Union of Burma Boy Scouts (UBBS) was one of the founding members of
the Asia-Pacific Region in 1958. As history would have it, Scouting was
inevitably dissolved in 1964.

In March 2013, President Thein Sein visited Canberra at the invitation of
the Australian Government. Whilst in Canberra, he attended a function
hosted by the Governor General, who is the Chief Scout of Australia. As
the visit progressed, the President expressed a strong desire to develop
Scouting in Myanmar.

In May 2013, the Education Ministry and YMCA hosted a meeting with a
delegation of senior leaders in the Asia-Pacific Region (APR) representing
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the World Organization of the Scout Movement. Five months later, the APR
organized a Basic Training for Unit leaders.

With the President’s guidance and the support of the Asia-Pacific Regional
office, volunteers are now drafting the constitution to put a formal Scout
Association in place.

New Zealand Scouts achieve World Record

Confirmation has been received from the Guinness World Records that the
most people wearing paper hats is 3,045 and was achieved by SCOUTS
New Zealand (New Zealand) in Manfeild Park, Feilding, New Zealand,

on 1 January 2014.

SCOUTS New Zealand broke this record at their 20th New Zealand Scout
Jamboree, which occurs every three years, and includes scouts and leaders
from New Zealand, Cook Islands, Australia, Korea, Solomon Islands, Indo-
nesia, Tonga, Samoa and Hong Kong. The previous record was 2226.

The challenge was tackled at the jamboree site in Feilding, with 3054
Scouts taking part. The result was not confirmed by Guinness World
Records until they had received documentation and video proof.

“This is an exciting result for our Scouts,” said assistant camp chief-youth
Hayley Thompson. “As Jamboree only occurs every three years, using this
opportunity to attempt a new Guinness record is a real highlight.”

Scouts of the World Award Discovery
Workshop, Malaysia

With the attendance of 22 Rovers from four states, the workshop was held
at the SEAMEO RECSAM in Penang, Malaysia. This is the first time that
Persekutuan Pengakap Malaysia is organising a SWA Discovery. This work-
shop envisions a kick-start of the Scouts of the World Award in Malaysia.

Part of the workshop is an exploration to the Penang Inshore Fisherman
Welfare Association (PIFWA), where the participants learned about the
mangrove forest and its relation to the fisher folks. Participants also walked
on the muddy swamp to plant mangrove seedlings. They visited the Taman
Lumba Kuda Tzu Chi Recycling Education Center in Penang and joined the
local community in sorting and dismantling recyclable materials.

The Scouts of the World Award Discovery prepares young people to do
their Scouts of the World Voluntary Service. The Session includes commu-
nication, facilitation, leadership and project planning. Syd Castillo, Direc-
tor of Youth Programme of the Asia-Pacific Regional Office, was invited as
resource speaker.

More volunteers opening up for Scouting
in Afghanistan

More adult volunteers in Afghanistan are opening up to Scouting as
PARSA (Physiotherapy And Rehabilitation Support to Afghanistan) organ-
ized another Basic Unit Leaders Training Course for 34 adults from 17 to
23 May at the Scout Training Centre, in Kabul.
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PARSA is playing a major role in the revival of Scouting in the country. Just recently, Af-
ghanistan Scout Volunteers Society (ASVS), whose members are adult volunteers has been
registered with the Ministry of Justice.

To inspire more adults joining Scouting, a Wood Badge was awarded to Akhtir Mohammad
who is in-charge of Scouting in Nangarhar, one of the 34 provinces of Afghanistan with hav-
ing over 9,700 Scouts (2,700 female).

At the opening ceremony, PARSA Executive Director Marnie Gustavson applauded the
small group of people who she says represent the bigger community and are the future of
Afghanistan.

She added, “"PARSA is honoured to host this course and hear your voice. Your work will
continue to be carried in all 34 provinces. Volunteers will be stepping forward to work for
Afghanistan to take responsibility to build peace and stability.”

Updates

Update on the World Scout Conference

Youth Advisors Elections (Conference Document 5). Elections will be held at the World Scout
Youth Forum in Slovenia to elect six Youth Advisors for a period of three years (2014-2017). A
Youth Advisor is not eligible for re-election.

List of Candidates

Mr. Montaser Hosny Abdelmaged (Egypt)
Mr. Luis Antonio Aguayo Miranda (Mexico)
Mr. Jérémy Apert (France)

Mr. Mohd Hafiz Ariffin (Malaysia)

Mr. Simon Kévin Baskouda Shelley (Cameroon)
Ms. Gabriela Caballero Perdomo (Honduras)
Ms. Fang Shiuan Chang (Scouts of China)
Mr. Miguel Angel Cortés Vega (Colombia)
Ms. Maire Fitzgerald (Ireland)

Mr. Shunsuke Kasahara (Japan)

Ms. Su Youn Kim (Republic of Korea)

Ms. Daiana Neil (Argentina)

Ms. Christina Neilsen (Australia)

Ms. Alexandra Rudi (Hungary)

Mr. Maeed Mohamed Zahir (Maldives)

WOSM'’s Position Paper: Unlocking our Potential (Circular no. 24/2014). The World Scout
Committee, in its meeting held in March 2014, approved a Position Paper which

gathers the main reflections held during the past 3 years in the Youth for Change working area.
Through the paper “Unlocking our Potential”, the World Scout Committee encourages the World
Organization, at all levels, to make the best use of our diversified human potential (regardless of
the members’ages), thus increasing Scouting’s social impact.

Tell the Story! (at the World Scout Conference - Circular no. 25/2014). This is an exciting
project of the World Scout Bureau in collaboration with the World Scout Foundation. NSOs are
requested to appoint one delegation member to be the “Storyteller”. There will be a team based
in the exhibitions centre of the Conference ready to take the stories and help to tell them more
widely.

Tasks for your NSO Storyteller:

¢ Bring along three stories of exceptional Scout heroes from your country

- stories that demonstrate how Scouts have impacted on the life of a single young person, a
whole community, or even the whole country. No story is too big or too small



- each change is important
- when added together, they all contribute to a better World

Rehabilitation Projects for Haiyan Survivors

Six months after the devastating Typhoon Haiyan, the World Scout Foundation and a number
of donor NSOs, Scout groups and individuals extended generosity to help the survivors. Here’s
an update from the recent visit to Tacloban City, headed by Mr Danilo Asiaten, member of APR
Finance Sub-Committee:

Construction of Scout building. The project is under the Messenger of Peace and the Contract
of Success has been signed. Around 30% of the project grant has been received. A location sur-
vey is being finalized between the Boy Scouts of the Philippines, Girl Scouts of the Philippines,
and the Philippine National Red Cross.

Rebuilding of livelihood for Scout Families. The project has four major components: 1) re-
habilitation of shelters; 2) establish a small-scale convenient (sari-sari) store; 3) provide locally-
made motor boats; and 4) provide water buffaloes (carabaos) and basic agricultural needs. An
ocular inspection was organized from 5-6 June 2014.

Disaster Preparedness Programme. The MoP Contract of Success has been signed and the
project is yet to commence.

Ticket to Life. In addition to the existing Scout Troop in the Philippines, a new Scout Troop is
planned to be organized in Tacloban City. This is pending due to the recent change of executive
staff of the Boy Scouts of the Philippines in Tacloban City.

Messengers of Peace 2014

A very big leap has been achieved in the Asia-Pacific Region this 2014. In terms of membership,
the APR has registered 17,473 Scouts and leaders. Service hours reached 539,847,476 and still
counting. The number of projects is pegged at 1,196.

For 2014, these countries have or will be actively engaged in this global project: Indonesia,
Philippines, Bangladesh, Japan, Korea, Nepal, Pakistan, and Sri Lanka.

APR Workshop on Fundraising

As of this writing, 19 Scout leaders from 8 NSOs (Cambodia, Fiji, Hong Kong, India, Maldives,
Scouts of China, Sri Lanka and Macau) are attending the workshop. The workshop will be held
at the headquarters of the Scout Association of Macau in Fortaleza de Taipa on 5-8 July 2014.

Workshop objectives are:

To reinforce the principles of Fundraising

To strengthen knowledge on various fundraising opportunities

To share experiences of NSOs on Fundraising

To equip participants with methods, techniques and tools for effective planning
and implementation of fundraising projects.

e To draft fundraising projects based on the learnings during the Workshop

A meeting of the APR Finance Sub-Committee will follow on 6th July, where 10 members have
confirmed to attend.



2014 APR Workshop on Communications and Marketing

This workshop has chosen three important angles for the overall development of Scouting: Un-
derstanding quality practices, Creating Impact and Growing Membership. These will be substanti-
ated with the following objectives:

e Share and understand quality practices in communications and marketing by NSOs.

e Learn communication and marketing principles to create impact and grow membership.

e Share social media and marketing trends including updates on WOSM'’s significant advances in
communications.

e Learn how to handle communication crisis.

e Discuss the Media Guideline for Large-scale Scouting events.

The Venue, Vila Putri” (Princess Villa) is a privately owned meeting facility in “Puncak” (Peak)
area with elevation of around 650m to 1,400m surrounding Mount Gede and Mount Pangrango in
Bogor regency, province of West Java.

Puncak is a popular holiday area with fresh air, mountainous scenery and cooler temperature.

The workshop will run for four days from 27th to 30th September. Participants are expected to
arrive on 26th and may depart on 1st October.

NSOs are requested to submit the names of their participants, using the reply form, until the 31st
of July to asia-pacific@scout.org.

3-Day Special Package, Sri Lanka

Sri Lanka Scout Association (SLSA) will host the Colombo Centenary International Scout
Jamboree from 1-7 August 2014 at the Ygro Campsite, Madampe, Sri Lanka.

This package is for Chief Commissioners, International Commissioners, Regional Committee
Members, Regional Sub-Committee members, Scout Officials, ATAS, APES, well wishers, and
friends of Scouting.

The special package includes Jamboree opening ceremony, welcome dinner, Jamboree activities,
ATAS Gathering and visit to Sri Lanka’s famous heritage sites such Kandy, Anuradhaoura, and
Yapahuwa.

Accommodation is at Club Palm Bay Marawila, located 20 minutes from the Jamboree site.

The rate is US$225 per person that includes airport transfer and meals from 2nd August lunch to
4th August 2014 breakfast, and twin sharing room for two nights.

For registration and inquiries, please contact Mr Janaprith Fernando, International Commissioner
at janaprit@yahoo.com. Visit www.Jamboree.lk



Indonesian Scouts mark the World Ocean Day

To mark the World Ocean Day 2014, Rovers in coordination with the Maritime Youth community
organized the “Clean the Beach and the Sea” at Ancol Beach in Jakarta. Ancol beach is one of the
main tourist attractions in Jakarta, so in the weekend, thousands of people go there for recrea-
tion.

World Oceans Day is celebrated worldwide every 8th June since its original officially recognized
by the United Nations in 2008. Since then, it has been coordinated internationally by The Ocean
Project and the World Ocean Network with greater success and global participation each year.

This year, the World Ocean Day’s theme is “Together we have the power to protect the ocean”.
The theme focused on raising awareness and promoting personal and community action in fun
and positive ways, leading to a more aware, engaged, and sustainable society, and a healthier
ocean. By Berthold Sinaulan, APR Correspondent/WOSM Correspondent, Gerakan Pramuka,
Indonesia

Be Prepared

Colombo District Scout Centenary

Who: Young people both male and female between12-18 years old. International Service
Team (IST) should be above 18 years old and ideally not above 50 years old.

When : 1-7 August 2014
Where: Ygro Campsite, Madampe, Sri Lanka

Contact: Mr Janaprith Fernando, International Commissioner
Member, Regional Scout Committee; Head of Jamboree Executive Team
Email: janaprit@yahoo.com / srilankascouts@ymail.com /colomboscout100@gmail.com
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Contact Persons:

J. Rizal C. Pangilinan Luz Taray

Regional Director Director, Communications & Strategy
jrcp@scout.org luz@scout.org

Facebook: Scouting in the Asia-Pacific Region
Website: scout.org/asia-pacific



